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“South of the Border, West of the Sun” 
	Brendan Francis, a renowned Irish poet, once stated that "the innermost core of a person's loneliness is normally too deep and powerful that it yearns only for one thing, which is the union with one lost self." By this, he meant that sometimes loneliness does not have to happen in solitude, as it can still creep up even when a person is surrounded by caring and loving persons.  Haruki Murakami, the author of "South of the Border, West of the Sun," uses three female characters, namely Shimamoto, Izumi, and Yukiko, to provide a platform of care and love that Hajime needed to live a good and happy life. The three characters determine how the main character Hajime manages his relationships in his entire life and the ways he acts out his destructive behaviors.  Reading through this novel, Murakami makes us see different versions of femininity as Shimamoto, Izumi, and Yukiko represent. Also, we can see how the male-dominant society they are living in affects them, the effects the three have on Hajime, and Hajime's effect on them. 
	Murakami starts by portraying the relationship between Hajime and Izumi. Izumi is Hajime’s first girlfriend, and she plays a significant character in this novel. She sets Hajime’s mindset that affects his relationships as the author gives her a good and admirable character of an ideal woman. Viewing Izumi’s characteristics from a patriarchal viewpoint, Izumi is a "good girl." She is a girl with virtues according to a society that considers women as lesser beings would want. Izumi is seen to be a gentle, angelic, and submissive woman (Tyson, 85) who cares for, loves, and obeys her parents, always keen to listen to Hajime's dreams and what he hopes to achieve without any form of aspirations of her own, even though he never asked to know her aspirations. Izumi had no interest in politics since it is something considered to be reserved for men but would wait to have been with Hajime. She was a clear demonstration of a “good girl” ready to make her man happy. 
However, it is Hajime’s fault that their relationship ends after deciding to have an affair with Izumi’s cousin. This was an act that left Izumi with a significant life scar. According to Hajime, Izumi got devastated by his immoral act and said, “It did not take much to realize how hurt she was. She had the potential of joining a top university, but incidentally, she failed the entrance exam, making her join a small third-rate girls' college" (Murakami 46). Hajime’s destructive behavior led to much emotional suffering upon Izumi to the point that she could not manage to pass her examination to get to a good college of her choice. Later, it was realized that Izumi’s emotional trauma was greater than her failure to pass the college entrance examination. Hajima acknowledges his ill deeds finds that he was likely “to hurt a person so badly to the point of no recovery. That a person can, just by living, damage another human beyond repair" (Murakami 28). From this quote, we can see how interestingly Hajime chooses his words; for example, using "just by living" shows that he can damage other people's lives badly beyond recovery. This sets Hajime’s destructive mindset and runs throughout the entire novel. 
Hajime did not hurt Izumi “just by living” his life since this was a decision he consciously made to cheat on Izumi with her cousin and did not take responsibility for his actions after that. Instead, he ignores it all by assuming, "well, it is just who I am" or "that is life." This attitude led him to hurt people and himself in the process as he considered not being responsible for his actions and was not willing to change his ill behaviors. His dangerous thinking and attitude continue to destroy him and those around him despite having much care for him. The extent of how Hajime hurt Izumi is seen when Hajime meets an old classmate who stops by his newly opened bar and comments about Izumi’s change over twenty years. He replies by saying, "she does not say anything to anybody" (Murakami 79). He adds by stating, "She is a mystery woman… and if you say hello to her, as you pass in the corridor, she ignores you” (Murakami 77). From this, it is evident that Izumi did not recover from the emotional trauma Hajime caused her after his affair with her cousin. The betrayal seems to have cut her deep into her heart and emotionally cut her from all other people making her lose connection with everyone around her. 
Other than failing the college entrance examination, Izumi developed the fear of having an intimate relationship. She might have developed a chronic and overpowering feeling that stopped her from being emotionally close to another person. She considered herself emotionally safe by distancing herself from others throughout (Tyson 16). Hajime hurting Izumi led to her disconnection with others to protect herself from getting hurt another time. Looking into Izumi’s behaviors, it is evident that Hajime caused her emotional damage that was more severe than he would have thought. Later after Hajime meets Izumi face to face along the streets, he describes her as “not a trace of feeling grazed her face; it was like the bottom of a deep ocean, silent, and dead” (Murakami 203). Hajime's extreme destructive attitude and behavior cause Izumi to be completely traumatized for life, and even after he realizes that, he continues with the same destructive and despair mindset. 
We see Hajime continuing with a similar mindset with his wife, Yukiko. Yukiko is another woman setting an example of patriarchal femininity. Like Izumi, Yukiko is considered a "perfect woman" or a "modest" nurturing and self-sacrificing. She does not care much for her needs but sacrifices it all for her family. She is seen caring or being bothered by other people's problems and worried about the people in her care (Tyson 86). She could not get angry fast, and this was evident after realizing Hajime loved another woman. Instead, she takes it upon herself, takes the blame by thinking maybe she is not enough for him, and stating that she knew that would have happened (Murakami 93). The author portrays Yukiko as a woman ready to sacrifice herself for the sake of others, and she is seen to be a perfect woman even after Hajime continuously cheats on her. She is contented with Hajime since he provides for her and her children and considers her responsibility to act as a wife and remain submissive despite his infidelity. 
Yukiko's behavior shows that she might have either subconsciously or consciously normalized the patriarchy as well as the gender role that has been forced upon her. Interestingly, we see how Yukiko has socially been programmed to live such a life, considering that even her father would advise Hajime on how to have affairs and the kind of woman to choose. Yukiko's father encouraged infidelity, which meant that she could not escape a gender role the society placed since even her parents supported the behaviors. Therefore, Yukiko had no reason to complain or decide to leave her marriage due to his husband's infidelity because society encouraged it. 
Lastly, we look into the relationship between Shimamoto and Hajime. Shimamoto is seen to be a big reason for Hajime having a destructive mindset and why he did not connect properly with other people in his relationship. From his childhood, Hajime placed Shimamoto on a pedestal and saw her as being the only person who could understand him totally. Even after moving away, Hajime was always in search and chased for Shimamoto due to the feelings she gave him. So, he was entering into relationships hoping to get what Shimamoto once gave him, only to get disappointed. This caused him not to change his behaviors as it is seen as he viewed her as his savior who would have rescued him from the despair and loneliness he was feeling throughout his life. He had much desire for Shimamoto that could not let him move on. He was even willing to quit his job, family, and extravagant lifestyle for Shimamoto. From the novel, we can see that Hajime did not get over Shimamoto and his feelings for her. This ultimately led to him destroying his life and of those around him, ignoring the facts of how much they meant to his life. 
Throughout the novel, the author has helped us to identify different versions of femininity as depicted through the three female characters Shimamoto, Yukiko, and Izumi. Each character has differently impacted Hajime's character, mindset, and behavior, which have affected them differently. Hajime is seen to live a lonely and destructive life without caring about others around him, not even himself. Hajime becomes frustrated with life without finding any solutions to his loneliness. He never realizes that people around him would fill the void in his heart if only he gave them a chance by treating them right. 
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